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In 1884, the course of the school's develop-
ment, which had seemed theretofore so steady,
received what threatened to be its first great
shock of arrest through a fire which broke out
in the bitterest weather of winter. This was
in the middle of the eighth year of John Meigs'
administration of the school, which he had
built up from a dozen boys to sixty, of whom
forty-five were boarders. The buildings were
the original old ones, which at various times
since Dr. Matthew Meigs bought them in 1851
had been added to without any general archi-
tectural plan, heated by several furnaces in
the cellar and lighted by a private gas plant.
The family part of the building was of stone,
the school addition of brick, and at the east
end there was a small addition of frame con-
struction containing wash rooms for the boys,
with faucets and ordinary wash basins; there
was no other running water for the use of either
boys or teachers, and the whole was the simple,
and, by modern comparison, the primitive
equipment of the boarding-school of that day.
In the preceding autumn, there had been built
a frame gymnasium at right angles to the
school building, and it was through a stove in
this that the fire started. It happened that
Mrs. Rossiter Raymond, whose intimate friend-
ship with John Meigs had begun while he was
at Lafayette, was visiting at The Hill at thisasing of his life/'
